and a greater understanding of his patients and their management. DOUGRIGG St. Vincent's Hospital Darlinghurst, N.s. W 2010 Practical Management of Pain, P. Prithvi Raj; Year Book Medical Publishers Inc.; C.I.G. Medishield, 11 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113; pp. 956; $295.75 ; 260 X 158. The editor states 'the purpose of Practical Management of Pain is to present, in one volum~, the current practice of pain management. It IS directed toward the practitioner-in-training who is specialising in the sub speciality of pain ... i~ th~s book the practical management of pam IS emphasized'.
These goals are achieved, although unavoidably the book is two or three years out of date. The chapter on postoperative pain manageII?-ent c~vers only briefly the significant advances m pabentcontrolled analgesia with scant reference to transdermal devices. The chapter on cancer pain management contains little pharmacokinetic data relating to blood and cerebrospinal fluid concentrations when spinal analgetic systems are employed. Very little is written about dorsal column stimulation while cryo-analgesia and acupuncture are accorded large chapters -no doubt reflecting the author's bias.
The book is well organised in a logical format. There is an appropriate balance of psychological and psychiatric material to match the 'physical' aspects of pain management. Neurology is well covered in the textan aspect poorly managed in some similar texts. X-ray film reproduction is similar to what would be expected from a daily newspaper and unacceptable for a book of this dimension.
In summary, the book is recommended for those embarking on a career in pain management. DA that it will be a resource book for those interested in intraoperative EP monitoring techniques. The book contains chapters on basic electrophysiology, spinal cord monitoring, other somatosensory techniques, brainstem auditory monitoring, visual system monitoring and basic science studies in monitoring. The book is easy to read and the information is presented clearly and logically. Each chapter is well summarised and the book includes an excellent reference section at the end.
The chapter on basic electrophysiology could have contained more basic neurophysiology if this is to be a resource book. It does, however, contain excellent sections on recording equipment, signal processing, amplifiers, artefacts and safety. The chapter concludes with some advice on technical aids a table of desirable features for intraoperative EP ~onitoring and a glossary of EP terminology.
The majority of the book is on spinal cord monitoring and somatosensory techniques. Methods, techniques and clinical correlates are discussed together with data interpretation. In addition the clinical setting and choice of techniques for the individual patient are explored. The chapters on brainstem auditory potentials and visual system monitoring are not as extensive as the previous chapters. However, the wave forms are discussed in detail together with techniques, patient-related factors and clinical applications.
The author has deliberately kept the chapter on basic science studies of monitoring to the end. This separates clinical observation from the basic studies and perhaps gives a hint of future developments.
I feel that the author has achieved his aim and this book will be a useful resource book for all those interested in intraoperative evoked potential monitoring. As such it deserves a place in the libraries of teaching hospitals and the libraries of anaesthetic and surgical departments involved with major spinal, neurosurgical and ophthalmic procedures. W . This is the second edition of a book devoted to drug interactions in anaesthetic practice, filling a void in clinical anaesthesia.
The book commences with concise accounts of general pharmacological principles with greater emphasis on pharmacokinetics. These chapters are followed by chapters on the pharmacology and interactions of individual groups of drugs encountered in clinical anaesthesia following a case-report format in the majority of chapters.
An unavoidable shortcoming relates to the fact that some views on physiological mechanisms have not been updated; for example, the ionic transfer in the ascending limb of the nephron is still described as active chloride transport while it is now understood to be a frusemide sensitive Na-K-Cl co-transport system. This book is well-referenced, compact and easy to read. Its strength is that it covers concisely basic pharmacological principles and discusses the pharmacology of the multitude of drugs that patients may be taking and the interactions that may occur in the operating room and the peri-operative period too -an area not covered in standard pharmacology texts.
It would be of great value to clinical anaesthetists who wish to revise basic pharmacology or search for potential interactions that they may encounter in their clinical practice. . This is an attempt to present an up-to-date review of this neglected field in anaesthesia. The book is divided into three sections dealing with ge~eral pharmacological principles, mechanism of actIon of drugs commonly used by anaesthetists and a series of appendices which include th~ mechanism of drug toxicity and interactions. The chapters on general anaesthetics, local anaesthetics and channel blockers are outstanding. However, th.e book suffers from its multi-author approach WIth a lack of cohesiveness and continuity. In parts the text only reiterates information already found in the standard pharmacology textbooks.
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